
Koi Tū News: April 2020
Few could have predicted the multiple, complex and ongoing challenges
presented by Covid-19. The world has changed immeasurably since Koi Tū:
The Centre for Informed Futures was launched last month by the Governor
General. However, the crisis does provide a chance to consider our place in the
world, and how we operate as a country and cooperate in future.

Indeed, it has proved to be an opportunity for Koi Tū to demonstrate our
unique value as a source of informed insight, both domestically and globally, as
we undertake a range of activities in response to Covid-19.

We’ve had a great response to our first major discussion paper The Future is
Now – Implications of Covid-19 for New Zealand which examines the long-term
issues affecting sectors and society.

It is one of many pieces of timely work our team has produced in the midst of
the epidemic. In this issue, we have news, insight and opinion on topics
including societal resilience and social cohesion, the importance of
transdisciplinarity and scientific responsibility with mathematical
modelling, the pros and cons of digital contact tracing technologies, the
need for inclusive decision making for Māori, and we introduce a new
global science policymaking tracker. 

All of these and more insightful pieces are on our website
www.informedfutures.org.

https://informedfutures.org/the-future-is-now/
https://informedfutures.org/the-future-is-now/
http://www.informedfutures.org/


Stay safe and stay well.

Sir Peter Gluckman, Director, Koi Tū 

Informing New Zealand’s future

The Future Is Now: Implications of Covid-19 for New Zealand, co-
authored by Koi Tū Director Sir Peter Gluckman and Koi Tū Deputy
Director Anne Bardsley was developed in conjunction with industry and
academic experts. It is the first in a series, which focuses on the long-term
challenges and opportunities posed by this hugely disruptive crisis, and how
New Zealand’s future can be shaped in an informed and inclusive way.
 
We have set up a number of focus groups comprising of both domestic and
international thought leaders to explore in depth the issues raised in The
Future Is Now. Topics include mental wellbeing, social cohesion, the
agricultural and food sector, the environment and the economy, and
New Zealand’s place in the world.  Over the next two months, we’ll release
papers reflecting the work of these groups and will start additional focus
groups on other topics.

Read more

file:///https://informedfutures.org/the-future-is-now/
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Societal resilience – unpacking the black box

Koi Tū is leading a global project to identify the factors involved in undermining
or enhancing societal resilience and social cohesion. Koi Tū Deputy Director
Anne Bardsley (pictured above with Sir Peter) explains the project, which
defines societal resilience as the ability of a society or an organisation to
adapt or transform positively in response to significant transitions or threats to
its wellbeing. 

Social cohesion is a critical precursor of the broader concept of societal
resilience, which we define in practical societal and policy terms as a
willingness of members of a society, accepting their diversity, to cooperate in
order to prevail and prosper. Considering the cultural diversity and bicultural
foundations of the New Zealand context, the study uses a systems approach to
identify key elements of social cohesion and resilience across communities and
society as a whole.

Read more

https://informedfutures.org/societal-resilience-unpacking-the-black-box/


Profiling our team

Dr Tatjana Buklijas is a medically-trained historian and philosopher of
science and is the Associate Director – Teaching at Kōi Tu. She is leading
our Complex Conversations project which aims to develop a framework to have
inclusive conversations on difficult topics with diverse stakeholders.

Tatjana’s expertise spans the fields of history, philosophy and social studies of
biomedical science, as well as evolutionary medicine and developmental origins
of health and disease. She holds a medical degree (University of Zagreb) and
PhD in history and philosophy of science (University of Cambridge). She is
particularly interested in the ways in which biological and social disciplines can
work together. 

Professor Matthias Kaiser is an international affiliate member of Koi Tū and
an expert in how science, society and policy interact; and technology
assessment, the ethics of science and philosophy of science. He has served as
director of the Norwegian National Committee for Research Ethics in the
Sciences and Technology, advising government, parliament and the scientific
community and is the former Director of the Centre for the Study of the
Sciences and Humanities at the University of Bergen, Norway.

Matthias is spending a significant part of his two year sabbatical during 2020 -
2021 at Koi Tū, funded by a Norman Barry Trust visiting fellowship. He is
contributing his expertise on the science-society relationship (in particular
science and ethics), food ethics, and participatory science methods. In return,
he’s keen to learn more about the complexities in science-policy relations, and
about the integration of Māori and Pasifika cultures and epistemologies in New
Zealand.

https://informedfutures.org/knowledge-democracy-workshop


Mathematical modelling, scientific responsibility and
transdisciplinarity

Mathematical models have occupied an unusually prominent place in
the media, political and public discussion over the past several weeks say
Dr Buklijas and Prof Kaiser.

A competition of whose model is the best model seems to be playing out, at
times baffling both the public and policy communities. Projections drawn from
provisional modelling rapidly feed into policies, but also affect public trust,
understandings of decisions and personal decisions having enormous
implications to human lives and livelihoods.  

Read more

https://informedfutures.org/mathematical-models-scientific-responsibility-and-the-benefits-of-transdisciplinarity-in-the-times-of-crisis/


Social cohesion at a time of social distancing?

For the past few years, the early promise of social media and its various
platforms has been undermined by demonstrable wariness and mistrust.
Reputable businesses, reliable information sources and essential services have
come to share a blighted landscape with scammers, predators and polemicists.

Koi Tū Associate Director Kristiann Allen asks what will our new normal of
social distancing now bring to the mix?  Is this the moment the Internet
doubles down on Dark, or is it an opportunity for a major reset? Will social
distancing be the unlikely trigger we need to reclaim the hope and promise of
the Internet?
 

Read more

https://informedfutures.org/social-cohesion-at-a-time-of-social-distancing/


The need for inclusive and deliberative decision-
making

The crisis will hit Māori particularly hard. Koi Tū Research Fellow Rochelle
Menzies considers the current systems for engaging advice from Māori experts
and leaders regarding pandemics and crises. She writes that whatever
processes may exist, they appear not to have worked with this crisis, because
lack of consultation with Māori around the government’s Covid-19 response has
raised serious concerns amongst many Māori public health experts.

Read more

https://informedfutures.org/inclusive-and-deliberative-decision-making-in-the-covid-19-pandemic/


Digital giants enter digital contact tracing

A new proposal for digital contact tracing has unique strengths, writes Koi
Tū Research Fellow Dr Andrew Chen. There are still hard decisions that
government has to make about how they use the technology to inform policy.

What is the potential for data used for contact tracing to be co-opted for other
purposes, such as determining access to services? How long would we need to
use such tracing technology, and when will the government shut down their
systems? How do we incentivise people to use the technology, while
maintaining equity and not disadvantaging vulnerable people?

Read more

https://informedfutures.org/digital-giants-enter-digital-contact-tracing/


How to capitalise on New Zealand's strengths

Can we take advantage of the fact we are now the safest country on the
planet? Can we attract international entrepreneurs, companies and investors
with our agility, high social values and lack of corruption? For an in-depth
discussion of the issues arising in the wake of Covid-19, listen to Sir Peter's
interview with entrepreneur Robett Hollis.

Global policymaking tracker launched

We are supporting a global Covid-19 policymaking tracker to keep track of how
evidence is informing policy interventions by various governments across the
world.

Koi Tū hosts the secretariat of the International Network of Government
Science Advice (INGSA) which has launched the tracker to track how policy
decisions are made during the pandemic. It aims to understand the decision
making process in each government’s response to Covid-19.

About Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures 

Koi Tū is as an independent, apolitical think tank and research centre at the
University of Auckland, We generate knowledge and tools to address critical

Listen here

Learn more

https://lnkd.in/gPf2sFf
https://www.ingsa.org/covid/policymaking-tracker/


long-term global and national challenges arising from rapid and far-reaching
social, economic, technological and environmental change.

Our areas of focus include developing integrated, policy-relevant knowledge
for decision making by communities and policymakers; societal and
individual resilience; impacts of rapidly emerging technologies; and
understanding the trade-offs embedded within the sustainability agenda.
 
We integrate expertise from a wide range of domestic and international
specialists spanning a range of disciplines including the physical, social and
health sciences, as well as the humanities, law, engineering, computer science,
economics, policy and Mātauranga Māori.
 

The meaning of Koi Tū

Koi Tū is the Māori name gifted to the Centre by Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei.
 
Koi is to be bright; to be clever; it is the sharp point of the arrow. The Centre
seeks to be koi by integrating various knowledge disciplines and to inform
people through true engagement and a holistic approach. The Centre places
itself at the sharp end of long-term issues of complexity such as societal
resilience and social cohesion, sustainability, human capital development and
societal decision-making regarding emergent technologies.
 
Tū is to stand, to set in place and infers resilience. The Centre seeks to be
futures-focused, addressing areas of national and global concern. The Centre is
committed to making a stand and to inform societal and policy decisions over
the middle and long term.

Help create an informed future 

We engage with organisations focused on the long-term development of
New Zealand, and on core issues where trustworthy and robust analysis
can make a real difference.

To discuss how you can work with or support us, please contact:
Professor Sir Peter Gluckman
Director, Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures
Phone: +64 21 775 568
Email: pd.gluckman@auckland.ac.nz 
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