
The future is now: Implications of COVID-19 for NZ, April 2020 

Peter Gluckman and Anne Bardsley

This overview paper focuses on the long-term challenges and opportunities posed by this hugely 
disruptive crisis, and how New Zealand’s future can be shaped in an informed and inclusive way.

Social, environmental, business and geostrategic impacts will echo for many years and force both 
global and local change. We must seize this opportunity to urgent reflect on many issues, and to find 
the opportunities for a better future.

https://informedfutures.org/the-future-is-now/

He Oranga Hou: Social cohesion in a post-COVID world, May 2020 

Paul Spoonley, Peter Gluckman, Anne Bardsley, Tracey McIntosh, Rangimarie Hunia, Sarb Johal  
and Richie Poulton

Around the world political discourse is becoming more polarised, with flow-on effects to society. New 
Zealand has been relatively immune in this respect, but we cannot be complacent in the face of some 
hard and contentious issues ahead of us. He Oranga Hou: Social cohesion in a post-COVID world, 
examines the critical issue of how New Zealand’s strong national unity during lockdown will become 
increasingly tested as economic realities and prolonged disruption are more acutely felt. In mapping out 
paths to move to a ‘new normal’, how do we ensure that social cohesion is maintained?

https://informedfutures.org/social-cohesion-in-a-post-covid-world/

THE FUTURE IS NOW SERIES

OUR PUBLICATIONS
Koi Tū focuses on the longer term issues that extend beyond the political cycle, where non-partisan transdisciplinary 
research, analysis and facilitated conversations can help identify and navigate pathways forward. The inflection point 
that COVID-19 has created presents an unparalleled opportunity to consider our place in the world, and how we 
operate and cooperate as individuals, society and as a country.

Koi Tū has engaged with more than 100 academic and sector leaders through a series of forums to produce a 
discussion paper series called ‘The Future is Now’ which considers some of the macro issues that will emerge over 
the coming months and years from the pandemic. 

The series will act as a catalyst for important conversations as we navigate as a country towards a new normal.

Led by Koi Tū Director Sir Peter Gluckman and Deputy Director Anne Bardsley, the papers advocate for prioritising 
long-term thinking, and inclusive dialogue on issues challenging our future. 



New Zealand’s place in the world: The implications of COVID-19, May 2020 

John Allen, Peter Gluckman, Anne Bardsley, Hema Sridhar

New Zealand needs to leverage its safe, strong reputation and unique position for its economic 
and diplomatic advantage, says a paper that examines the place of New Zealand in an increasingly 
multipolar world where traditional multilateralism is increasingly fragile. New Zealand’s place in the 
world: The implications of COVID-19 was informed by two focus groups comprising experts in domestic 
and international trade, diplomacy, and strategy. 

The report notes that we must extend our diplomatic footprint through soft diplomacy, and through 
building coalitions with like-minded countries, especially other small countries on issues of common 
interest. There is an opportunity to leverage New Zealand’s strong reputation to build our brand credibly 
as we diversify the markets we target and the products we sell, and harness our entrepreneurial 
business sector.

https://informedfutures.org/new-zealands-place-in-the-world/

The environment is now, May 2020 

Anne Bardsley, Peter Gluckman, Christopher Mace

Environmental sustainability is no longer a ‘nice to have’ – it is now a ‘must have’ that needs to be 
embedded into decisions about New Zealand’s future. 

The paper says New Zealand needs a common vision to achieve greater economic, social and 
environmental sustainability that has aligned goals and activities across Government, industry, iwi and 
communities.

In a post-COVID world, the environment needs to be a central concern and not on the margins.

https://informedfutures.org/the-environment-is-now/

The future of food & the primary sector: The journey to sustainability, June 2020 

Anne Bardsley, Bridget Coates, Stephen Goldson, Peter Gluckman and Matthias Kaiser

New Zealand’s food and primary industries are critical to our economic and environmental future. As 
such, they need to capitalise on our rising international reputation with a long-term food strategy that 
enhances sustainability, and can adapt to new technologies and consumer demands.

The paper was produced through a series of conversations with some of the most senior and 
experienced food industry leaders, scientists and stakeholders. 

It raises issues faced by New Zealand’s agricultural and food production system, which includes 
agriculture, horticulture, aquaculture and fisheries, ranging from production through to distribution, 
marketing, selling, consumption and disposal.

https://informedfutures.org/the-future-of-food-the-primary-sector/

Protecting and promoting mental wellbeing: Beyond COVID-19, June 2020 

Richie Poulton, Peter Gluckman, Rochelle Menzies, Anne Bardsley, Tracey McIntosh, Monique Faleafa on 
behalf of the Koi Tū mental health expert advisory group

The paper focuses on mitigating the threats posed by COVID-19 to the mental wellbeing of New 
Zealanders – both the already vulnerable sectors of society, as well as newly at-risk individuals facing 
major, unexpected disruptions in their lives. 

With an estimated 20 percent of New Zealand’s population affected by mental health challenges, that 
figure may well double due to COVID-19.

The paper argues for a much greater focus on promoting mental wellbeing at a community level, 
particularly on preventive actions and measures designed to keep individuals, families and  
communities well.

https://informedfutures.org/protecting-and-promoting-mental-wellbeing-beyond-covid-19/



Addressing rangatahi education: Challenges after COVID-19, July 2020 

Rangimarie Hunia, Shazeaa Salim, Stuart McNaughton, Rochelle Menzies, Peter Gluckman  
and Anne Bardsley

Lockdown highlighted and exacerbated young Māori students’ life on the wrong side of the digital divide 
says a Koi Tū partnership report, which provides evidence and recommendations for how the disparities 
can be addressed.

Produced in partnership with Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei and based on research undertaken by the iwi 
during lockdown to assess its effects on whānau, it highlights how iwi used their own resources and 
organisational skills to support their rangatahi in very positive ways in the face of systemic difficulties.  
It highlights the critical challenge of the digital divide.

The report recommends building and supporting iwi capacity to promote and enhance digital 
inclusiveness, providing suitable devices to all students, addressing connectivity barriers, and providing 
accelerated learning and tutoring to help students recover from lockdown.

https://informedfutures.org/addressing-rangatahi-education-challenges-after-covid-19/

Re-engaging New Zealand with the world, July 2020 

Peter Gluckman, Rt Hon Helen Clark, Rob Fyfe

Three trusted New Zealand public figures called for a conversation now on a cohesive national 
‘reconnection strategy’ to re-open New Zealand’s borders.

Former Chief Science Adviser to the Prime Minister Sir Peter Gluckman, former Prime Minister the  
Rt Hon Helen Clark and former Air New Zealand CEO Rob Fyfe say open conversations are needed 
about the right time for New Zealand to re-engage with the world – and how.

The trio joined forces to co-author a conversation paper, Re-engaging New Zealand with the world, 
with expert input from epidemiologist Sir David Skegg and digital contact tracing expert Dr Andrew 
Chen. They say New Zealand needs an adaptable and pragmatic strategy to reopen the country safely 
and allow increased border flow.

https://informedfutures.org/re-engaging-nz-with-the-world/

COMMENTARIES, RESEARCH AND PARTNERSHIP REPORTS 

New Zealand’s economic future: COVID-19 as a catalyst for innovation, November 2020 

Ryan Greenaway-McGrevy, Arthur Grimes, Tim Maloney, Anne Bardsley and Peter Gluckman 

The sudden impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the reliance of our economy on the 
tourism, international education and primary sectors. It is time for fresh thinking about how we do 
business. 

Given our geographical isolation and the need to reduce the impact of extractive industries, our most 
important asset will be knowledge. Yet building this asset will require new strategies, and a significant 
change in direction and focus for the New Zealand economy. To progress, New Zealand needs 
comprehensive policies that address research and innovation, the role of cities and agglomeration, 
housing and taxation, and demographic and workforce issues. This initial paper opens the conversation 
on these topics; they will be dissected further along with other aspects of the economy in ongoing 
conversations in the Koi Tū Conversations series. 

https://informedfutures.org/nzs-economic-future/



To read these, visit informedfutures.org

Also on the website are many other think pieces by Koi Tū members and associated members 
on these and related topics including:

Sustaining a vibrant democracy in a challenging world – P. Gluckman, 9 Sep 2020
https://informedfutures.org/sustaining-a-vibrant-democracy-in-a-challenging-world/

On facial recognition, police, and regulation of new technologies – C. Gavaghan et al.,  
25 May 2020
https://informedfutures.org/on-facial-recognition-police-and-regulation-of-new-technologies/

Good information is required for good decision making: Why transdisciplinarity matters  
– M. Kaiser et al. 19 May 2020
https://informedfutures.org/why-transdisciplinarity-matters/

Tracking global evidence-to-policy pathways in the coronavirus crisis: A preliminary report
– K. Allen et al. 2020
https://informedfutures.org/first-report-ingsa-evidence-to-policy-tracker/

On fragmentation of digital contact tracing registers – A. Chen 13 May 2020
https://informedfutures.org/on-fragmentation-of-digital-contact-tracing-registers/

HELP CREATE AN INFORMED FUTURE
We engage with people and organisations focused on the long-term development 
of New Zealand, and on core issues where trustworthy and robust analysis can 
make a real difference.

Professor Sir Peter Gluckman
Director, Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures
Phone: +64 21 775 568 
Email: pd.gluckman@auckland.ac.nz

informedfutures.org

Youth mental health in Aotearoa New Zealand: Greater urgency required, September 2020 

Rochelle Menzies, Peter Gluckman and Richie Poulton 

Mental health conditions amongst Aotearoa New Zealand youth have doubled in the past decade with 
mental health experts describing it as “a silent pandemic of psychological distress.”

In a Koi Tū commentary, Youth mental health in Aotearoa New Zealand: Greater urgency required, the 
authors say there is a largely silent and rapidly escalating pandemic of mental distress amongst the 
global youth population.

They call for urgent action to better understand the rapid rise in mental health issues, the factors that 
impact on youth mental health, and effective strategies for prevention and intervention.

https://informedfutures.org/youth-mental-health-in-aotearoa-nz/


