UNDERSTANDING THE LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS OF
TODAY’S RAPID TRANSFORMATIONS
All countries – including Aotearoa New
Zealand – are experiencing rapid and
pervasive changes arising from technological, demographic, environmental and
social transformations. For democracy to
thrive and for societies to progress,
dialogue and decision-making on complex
issues needs to take place in an informed,
inclusive and constructive manner.
Yet we live in a world where the contest of
ideas is taking place in an unhealthy
environment of misinformation and
declining public trust in our democratic,
scientific and societal institutions.
Misinformation compromises how we make
choices about the future and short-term
thinking dominates our policy processes.
This is happening at the very time that we
most need responses that go beyond
election cycles and think over a longer time
frame. We need innovative methods that

can engage policy makers, academia, the
business sector and society in conversations on contentious, complex and dynamic
public policy issues.
By integrating multiple forms of knowledge
spanning the disciplinary spectrum, the
Centre can assist New Zealand’s influence
as a global leader in exploring and tackling
emergent issues. As a small advanced
country, New Zealand can be both the
‘canary in the mine’ to identify issues that
are emerging and ‘the headlights to identify
the road ahead’. Operating at the nexus of
academia, civil society and public policy,
and between national and international
discourses, the Centre is uniquely placed to
explore these issues. Our approach is
based on understanding the stakes,
convening the parties, interpreting the
perspectives and co-creating and
examining potential solutions.

HOW WE WORK
We are at the leading edge of an essential
movement to better connect knowledge
produced in academia with civil society,
integrate their perspectives and assist the
policy community in a timely and relevant
way. We focus on producing and synthesising evidence that spans disciplines and
on evolving new methods of integrating
knowledge.
We take an integrative systems-based
approach that brings together expertise
from a wide range of specialties including
the physical sciences, humanities, law,
engineering, computer science, social

science, economics, health sciences, policy
and Mātauranga Māori. Extensive domestic
and international partnerships are
established with both science and policy
communities. In this ‘brokerage role’, we
can oﬀer thought leaders and researchers a
way to engage with the community and
inform the policy discussion.
A core part of our work is attracting some
of the world’s best visionaries to engage
with thought leaders within the University
and across civil society to explore these
issues.

Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures is
an independent and apolitical think tank and
research centre based at the University of
Auckland, New Zealand.
We generate knowledge and tools to address
critical long-term global and national challenges
arising from rapid and far-reaching social,
economic, technological and environmental
change.
These transformations are happening at a scale
and speed which is unique in human history;
ensuring our resilience as societies and as
individuals in this challenging context requires

analysis, interpretation and partnerships. The
Centre provides robust evidence synthesis and
brokerage on these issues with a broad range
of stakeholders.
Our key areas of focus include developing
integrated, policy-relevant knowledge for
decision making by communities and policy
makers in a post-truth world; societal and
individual resilience in the face of rapid change;
impacts of rapidly emerging technologies; and
understanding the trade-oﬀs embedded within
the sustainability agenda.

OUR TEAM
We have a strong record of internationally
recognised research excellence, and have
extensive domestic and international
networks, and much experience in
brokering science knowledge to governments and society.
The founding director, Professor Sir Peter
Gluckman, is regarded as one of the
foremost thinkers on the practices and
principles of science advice, transdisciplinary analysis and science communication.
He was the first Chief Science Advisor to the
Prime Minister of New Zealand, and
founding chair of the International Network
for Government Science Advice (INGSA).
Sir Peter is the incoming President of the
International Science Council (ISC), which
unites scientific bodies across the social
and natural sciences as the ‘global voice of
science’ and works with the major
international organisations.

Dr Anne Bardsley, Deputy Director, has
extensive experience in evidence synthesis
for policy and knowledge brokerage. Her
research focuses on the use of evidence in
policymaking, the changing nature of
interactions between science and societal
decision-making, and concepts of risk and
precaution in the context of rapid technological change.
The team is uniquely skilled and includes
not only members of the University of
Auckland but academics from around New
Zealand and the world. It is a team of
leading and emerging scholars and students
across a broad range of natural and social
sciences and practitioners at the society
and policy interfaces, and with partnerships
with broader institutions of New Zealand
society including Māori and Pasifika
communities.
The Centre provides the secretariat and
educational support for INGSA which has
more than 5000 members in 100 countries.
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COLLABORATORS
National
• University of Auckland – academic staﬀ
from faculties of Arts, Science, Medicine
& Health Sciences, Engineering,
Business, Law, and Education, and
Liggins Institute
• University of Otago
• Victoria University of Wellington
• Massey University
• Lincoln University
• Te Papa Tongarewa

International
• University of Sheﬃeld, UK – Research
on Research Institute
• University College London, UK –
Department of Science Technology,
Engineering and Public Policy
• Oxford University, UK – Centre for Social
Cohesion
• University of West Indies – Centre for
Solutions for Developing Countries
• Singapore Institute for Clinical Sciences
and National University of Singapore
School of Medicine

• University of Bergen, Norway – Centre for
the Study of Sciences and Humanities
• University of Ottawa, Canada – Institute
for Science Society and Policy
• Joint Research Centre of the European
Commission
• Lisbon Council – a Brussels think tank
• National Academy of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine, USA
• International Network for Government
Science Advice
• International Science Council

RESEARCH THEMES
Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures is
an independent and apolitical think tank and
research centre based at the University of
Auckland, New Zealand.
Using transdisciplinary approaches, we generate
knowledge and tools to address critical long-term
global and national challenges arising from rapid
and far-reaching social, economic, technological
and environmental change.
The legitimacy of knowledge and its role in informing societal decisions is at the heart of what we do.

We take a long-term view on these fast-changing
transformations driving and being driven in part by
science and technology.
Our research themes focus on five areas:
• How we integrate knowledge and policy in a
post-truth world
• Understanding risks to societal resilience and
social cohesion
• Technological transformation
• Trade-offs and the sustainability agenda
• Building individual resilience in the face of
rapid change.

HOW WE INTEGRATE KNOWLEDGE AND POLICY
IN A POST-TRUTH WORLD
In a world of rapid access to information
(both reliable and unreliable), and
increased scepticism about authority,
societies are searching for trustworthy
information. We will seek new ways to use
evidence and inclusive deliberation to
counter the impacts of misinformation and
declining trust.

We combine the scientific disciplines, both
natural and social, to provide collaborative
advice that can help policy makers and civil
society better understand the issues. We
are developing methodologies to allow
traditionally disempowered stakeholders,
and others such as the business community,
to participate more fully.

UNDERSTANDING RISKS TO SOCIETAL RESILIENCE
AND SOCIAL COHESION
Societal resilience and social cohesion are
key to our wellbeing as a species. There
is a need to understand the evolving
challenges of a world undergoing rapid
technological, sociological, environmental
and economic disruption. We live in
complex communities which are

increasingly polarised and fragmented.
These are central issues for all advanced
economies and liberal democracies. The
Centre is leading a global study to gain
better insight into resilience and cohesion
across diverse contexts.

TECHNOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION
We are seeing unprecedented technological
innovation both in the digital and life
sciences potentially affecting every aspect
of our lives. We are increasingly recognising
that all technologies have upsides and
downsides. With the rapid emergence of
disruptive technologies of global reach,
current regulatory processes may not be
optimal. Societies and policy makers need
to reflect on what kind of processes are
necessary to manage technological
transformation and the issues that need
to be considered.

Our team has an established reputation
in studying the interactions between the
digital revolution and concepts of human
wellbeing. Our work in this area has already
led to a highly influential international report
Understanding wellbeing in the context of
rapid digital and associated transformations
and a recently published book Ingenious:
The Unintended Consequences of Human
Innovation (Harvard University Press). The
issues of wellbeing in the digital age are
closely linked to social cohesion, societal
and individual resilience.

TRADE-OFFS AND THE SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA
The political, policy and public implications
of the inevitable choices needed to advance
the broad sustainability agenda need to be
better understood. Often the trade-offs
necessary are either ignored or not properly
addressed in the discourses of advocacy or
short-term politics. We are developing a
toolkit designed to assist understanding
of complexity when there are multiple
conflicting but desirable goals. We have
been working with the Joint Research

Centre (JRC) of the European Commission
to create a process that can be used within
communities, organisations and businesses
but especially with policy makers. It is a
tool to model and understand the types of
trade-offs and considerations needed.
While initially built around the challenges
of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the toolkit will have much broader
applications.

BUILDING INDIVIDUAL RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF
RAPID CHANGE
Rapid technological innovation poses a
particular challenge for humans, as both
the pace and scale of our innovative
capacities challenge the psychological
resilience of individuals to a greater or
lesser degree depending on other
circumstances in their lives. Our first focus
will be on promoting the resilience of young
people and adolescents to the dramatic
changes they face. Global and national
statistics on increasing mental health
concerns in adolescents are alarming. The
reasons for this need to be understood in
more than superficial terms and the Centre
is addressing these factors in work
supported by the Tindall Foundation.
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Secondly, the challenges of disadvantage in
childhood and its consequent effects on
emotional and behavioural development
are large and problematic for the policy
community despite political goodwill. The
numerous research communities related to
childhood development are isolated from
each other and fail to integrate rapidly
evolving knowledge. Working with global
partners, we bring together a broad range
of disciplines from neuroscience to
sociology, to better understand this critical
period of development. Ultimately this will
lead to better policy options for diagnosis
and management.

THE CENTRE AND THE POLICY SECTOR
Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures is an independent,
apolitical think tank and research centre. We generate
knowledge and tools to address global and national issues
arising from rapid and far-reaching social, economic,
technological and environmental change.
We take an integrative systems-based approach that brings
together expertise from a wide range of disciplines including
the physical, social and health sciences, as well as the
humanities, law, engineering, computer science, economics,
policy and Mātauranga Māori.
We engage with organisations focused on the long-term
development of New Zealand, and on core issues where
trustworthy and robust analysis can make a real difference.

Our skill set:
• Deep experience in undertaking research and generating robust evidence for the policy community
• Facilitation of interactive workshops on issues at the science-policy interface
• Globally recognised linkages and partnerships.

We can provide:
• Transdisciplinary analysis and evidence synthesis
• Private briefings on ongoing analyses
• Contract research within our scope of expertise (including that of both global and national partners)
• Unique decision-aids (software and guided discussion) for analysing complex problems and trade-offs, such as those related to sustainability
• A range of tools and skills for assisting consultation on complex policy problems with a science/technology focus or component
• Customised workshops for skills development at the science-policy interface
• Meetings with international experts and other distinguished visitors
• A brokerage role between internationally respected experts and the policy community.

Contact:
Dr Anne Bardsley mnzm
Deputy Director
Phone: +64 27 630 2296
Email: a.bardsley@auckland.ac.nz
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Sir Peter Gluckman onz frs
Director
Phone: +64 21 775568
Email: pd.gluckman@auckland.ac.nz

OUR STORY
Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures was established in
2019 under the provisional name of the Centre for Science for
Policy, Diplomacy and Society (SciPoDs). As we developed our
strategic plan, we sought a name that more accurately
reflects our purpose and areas of focus on long-term,
complex issues. These issues include societal and individual
resilience in the face of rapid change; the impacts of rapidly
emerging technologies; and understanding the trade-offs
embedded within the sustainability agenda.

INFORMED
A fundamental part of the Centre’s strategy is to integrate
knowledge from a range of disciplines, including the social
and natural sciences, and expertise from diverse stakeholders.
We will engage with civil society, policy makers, and the
private sector to co-develop research activities.
FUTURES
The Centre focuses on issues for which robust evidence can
and must inform societal policy decisions over the middle
and long term.

OUR MĀORI NAME
Koi Tū is the Māori name for the Centre for
Informed Futures. We are grateful to Ngāti
Whātua Ōrākei for gifting this name.
It well describes the intent of the Centre.
Koi is to be bright; to be clever; it is the
sharp point of the arrow. The Centre seeks to
be koi by integrating the various knowledge
disciplines and to inform people through
true engagement and a holistic approach.
The Centre places itself at the sharp end of
long-term issues of complexity such as

societal resilience and social cohesion,
sustainability, human development and
societal decision-making regarding emergent
technologies.
Tū is to stand, or to set in place. It infers
resilience. The Centre seeks to be futures
focused, addressing areas of national and
global concern. The Centre is committed
to making a stand and to inform societal
and policy decisions over the middle and
long term.

Waipapa Marae, University of Auckland.

OUR ADVISORY BOARD

FOUNDATION PARTNERS

We acknowledge the assistance, knowledge and support of our
advisory board:

Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures is grateful for the
generous support of our foundation partners:

Stuart McCutcheon (chair to March 2020)
Bridget Coates (chair from March 2020)
Rangimarie Hunia
Sir Chris Mace
Evan Williams
Andrew Grant
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Andrew and Elle Grant
David Levene Foundation
Kelliher Charitable Trust
Norman Barry Foundation
Tindall Foundation
Sir Peter and Lady Judy Gluckman
Bernard Sabrier

HELP US CREATE AN INFORMED FUTURE
Koi Tū: The Centre for Informed Futures relies on philanthropy and on grants
from government, public interest organisations and trusts. To discuss how you
can support the Centre, please contact:

Professor Sir Peter Gluckman
Director, Centre for Informed Futures
Phone: +64 21 775 568
Email: pd.gluckman@auckland.ac.nz
Mark Bentley
Director, Alumni Relations and Development
Phone: +64 9 923 3699
Email: m.bentley@auckland.ac.nz
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